[Heavy-hearted: chronic constrictive pericarditis].
The purpose of this report is to describe a case involving a 62-year-old Moroccan woman hospitalized for generalized edema that lead to diagnosis of chronic constrictive pericarditis. Diagnosis was confirmed on the basis of pericardial calcification and typical hemodynamic findings. New imaging techniques such as cardiac MRI allow accurate anatomical and physiological assessment in difficult cases. While tuberculosis is rarely involved in industrialized countries, it is a frequent factor in developing countries. The usual treatment consists of pericardectomy in association with standard antituberculosis drugs if association with tuberculosis is established or highly likely.